
 

 

Development Manager, Growth, Highways & Infrastructure 
Endeavour House 
8 Russell Road 
Ipswich 
Suffolk 
IP1 2BX 
 
09.02.26 
 
Dear Mr Rutter, 
 
RE: CONSULTATION ON PLANNING APPLICATION WHICH WILL BE DETERMINED BY SUFFOLK 
COUNTY COUNCIL - Planning Reference SCC/0170/25SC 
 
Despite the Council’s support for the much-needed upgrade to the A12, we object to the 
application as there are severe reservations with the current plans, and we strongly recommend 
the following issues be resolved: 
 
1) We are concerned that the scheme stops at Woods Lane. This natural bottleneck is an area of 
concern, and we consider this a missed opportunity not to continue dualling up to the Wickham 
Market bypass, addressing longer term capacity issues. The difficulties and cost of land 
acquisition are noted. 
 
2) Safer access and egress to and from Prentices Lane need to better considered. 
 
3) The tight proximity between Grundisburgh Road pedestrian and wheeling crossing and the 
A12 roundabout needs to be reconsidered, as visibility lengths are poor for both vehicles and 
pedestrians.  Queuing traffic could cause delay and lane weaving with A12 southbound traffic  
 
4) For 2) and 3) and the well-used pedestrian and wheeling crossing of the A12 north of Hasketon 
Road to Farlingaye School, we recommend a 30-mph speed limit should be incorporated. 
 



  
5) The pedestrian crossing of the A12 at Haugh Lane needs to be upgraded. 
 
6) We note the peak evening traffic period considered does not include school leaving times, 
when large volumes of traffic utilise the roundabout and severe queues develop. 
 
7) The summary sheet at page 28 of TA - Appendix I_J_K (1).pdf has a significant number of 
errors on the location of bus stops - there are no bus stops shown at Cross Corner, St Johns 
Street, Warren Hill Road, Pytches Road, only one on Bredfield Road; and it shows non-existent bus 
stops on Manor Road (!), Bullards Lane, Newnham Avenue and along Peterhouse Crescent. 
 
8) We are concerned that traffic management has been disappointingly poor on some recent 
local highways works and during the emergency works on the A12 for Cadent in December 2023, 
resulting in traffic displacement on some of our narrow local roads such as Angel Lane, Chapel 
Street and Bredfield Street.  We consider the proposals fail to present how Suffolk Highways will 
seek to limit displacement on these roads, and others in Woodbridge and Melton, during the 
works and particularly during diversions when the A12 is temporarily closed.  We recommend 
that the proposals include mandatory consultation with both the County Councillor for 
Woodbridge and Woodbridge Town Council when diversion routes are planned. 
 
9) At Seven Hills the projected delays and queue lengths at peak times on the A14 E slip to turn 
into the A12, even with the works proposed, are unacceptable as queuing traffic extends back 
onto the dual carriageway.  We presume this is due to no proposed control on the entry of A12 S 
to A14 W traffic leading to inadequate gaps.  Could peak time traffic signals be introduced on 
the A12 S to better manage this issue. 
 
10) We are not convinced the minor bus travel saving time stated warrants the expenditure and 
delays incurred by the Portal Avenue improvements and traffic light junction onto the A12. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Mr G E Diaper 
Town Clerk 


